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intersecting triangles through the interstices of
which the pilgrims viewed the image of the
Dhyani-Buddha, as the personification of the
cosmic pyramid. The Hindu, accustomed to the
geometric symbolism of the yantra in his religious
ritual, would perceive at once the sculptor's
meaning. The dagoba (Fig. i) was the yanfra of
three dimensions representing the universe of pure
form out of which the world-lotus evolved.
Within sat the Divine Inventor of the cosmic
machine blessing His worshippers.
Hindu iconographic art, like modern cubism,
joins mathematics with aesthetics. In the yantra
(Figs. 2 and 3) it shows the impersonal form of the
Godhead developing mathematically from a cen-
tral point (Bindu). In the corresponding icon
it reveals the personal aspect of the deity, or
devata, evolving from the impersonal. Modem
Hindu ritual gives an interesting analogy with the
geometric symbolism of the Borobudur Dhyani-
$uddha. The principal object of worship in
Vaishnava temples in Southern India is the
Sudarsana Chakri, Vishnu's discus, which sym-
bolises the Creator's mind, or the first thought of
the Supreme Being when the desire of Creation
moved Him to manifest Himself. It is represented
as a circle of fire (Plate VII) with four projecting
points of flame. On one face of the chakra sits
the lion incarnation of Vishnu in Yogi pose
enclosed in an equilateral triangle. On the other